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406                        PART IX. The Royal Forces
All ranks of the Regular Army, whilst actively employed, are
subject to military law. This liability applies to the soldier whether
he is serving at home or overseas.
Each of the other Member States of the British Commonwealth
has its own military and air forces, and they may be classified as
regular forces. Their permanent organisation is, broadly speaking,
on a skeleton footing, providing for rapid expansion in time of war
or other emergency. They are part of the forces of the Crown,1 but
their organisation, discipline and employment are exclusively under
the control of their respective Governments. All legislation affecting
them is enacted by their own Parliaments. There are also forces
raised in certain colonies.
The Visiting Forces (British Commonwealth) Act, 1933, em-
powered the military and naval authorities of a Dominion to exercise
in the United Kingdom all the powers conferred by their own law
in relation to the discipline and internal administration of a
Dominion force visiting the country. The Act contained provisions
enabling the authorities of this country to arrange for the arrest of
alleged offenders at the request of the commander of a visiting force
and to hand over deserters. During the Second World War similar
rights were conferred by the Allied Forces Act, 1940, in respect of
forces of allied States stationed in this country. The jurisdiction
conferred by these Acts did not exclude the jurisdiction of the courts
of this country in respect of offences committed by members of a
visiting force, but by the United States of America (Visiting Forces)
Act, 1942, exclusive jurisdiction was given to the American autho-
rities in respect of criminal offences committed in this country by
members of visiting American forces. This was a striking constitu-
tional innovation made on grounds of political expediency. By the
Allied Powers (Maritime Courts) Act, 1941, provision was made for
the establishment during the war in the United Kingdom of maritime
courts of allied States with jurisdiction over their merchant seamen;
here the jurisdiction was not exclusive of that of our courts.
In June, 1951, agreement was reached by the States which are
parties to the North Atlantic Treaty on the legal status of the armed
forces of one of the parties when stationed in the territory of another.2
The United Kingdom and Canada are the only Commonwealth
States who are parties to this Treaty. It thus became necessary to
introduce in the United Kingdom Parliament, as in the Canadian
Parliament, the necessary legislation to bring the agreement into force
as part of the law of the United Kingdom. At the same time the
Government of the United Kingdom agreed with all the Common-
wealth Governments to amend the existing law relating to Common-
1 Not in India since the adoption of a republican form of government,
1 Cmd. 8279, (1951).